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-Leads Party to
Grave and Signs
- Full Confession
Ernest Witmer Glibi; Re-iterates Events Leading to

And Including the Murder of His Youn3
Wife and of His Alctivities Since

HEARING HELD IN FEW DAYS

Coronor's Jury Recommends Charge of First Degree
Murder at Inquest Held Here Monday €

Confined in the Antelope county jail awaiting trigl for
the cold-blooded murder of his young wife, Ernest Witmer
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is calm and unconcerned. Staring him in the face is life im-

prisonment or the death penalty. I {
the recommendation of a coroner’s jury to charge first de-

His full confession and

gree murder is the web that ensnares him for his crime.
County Attorney Rice will ask the extreme penalty and is
preparing for the preliminary hearing that will be held in a

few days.

The f{fne weeks mystery con-
ecerning the disappearance of Rose
Witmer came to a_ clunax Satur-
day afterncon at 3:30 when Er-
nest Witmer, | er husband, direct-
ed a =earehing party of one hun-
dred that tound her decomposed
body: 1n a shallow, three-foot
grave 1w a corntield 150
cast of their tarm home nine miles
north of Neligh. A fost of snow
covered the tield, making search
difficult even wath Witwer’s aud.

Witimer, who has made a com-
plete contession, was very cool,

almost  jovial 1n  directing the
search. Shenft J. A Suatton of

Antelope evunty brought the eon-
fessed murderer to the seene of
his ernime

When Witmer armved at the
farm he was greeted by .J N.
Fbrhes, his landlord, with ‘‘Hel-
lo, Ernie '° Witmer replied warm-
1y, ** Hi, John. How goes 1t 2’

Finds Grave

Witmer walked with a lively
step to a tree cast of the housé
which he had marked with a
string, walked out about 150 yards
and began sevoping snow off the

ground He scarch~d for one hour,

before . harles Krause, one of the
searchers, loeated the wrave All
dunnye the seareh Witmer went at
1t 1n a cool, business-ltke manner,
not once <howing regret or re
morse over hs erime
was high and s step hvely as he
directed the search  Dunng the
seareh Witmer smd ‘1t was hike
huntinye a needle 1n a havetaek '’
Avamn, whan one¢ ot the party
thourht he had discovered what

appenred to be a prave, Witmer.

that’~ not 1t, the
bé that hard *’
**(iosh' Maybe 1

sard, **No,
ground wouldn't
He al-o sad,

can’'t even find 1t myself One of

rou o up to that by tree—may-
be that ‘1l help me locate 1t ™’

When the body was di-covered
Witmer looked at the small ex-
posad portion and sad, “‘Yes,
that's 1t that must be her el
bow °° Betore the body was dug
out Witmer was taken back to
aml at Nelgh by Deprity Shenff
Tavingston N violenee
tempted an Watmer while he di-
reeted the seareh nor atter the
b dv was tound e was
handeufted

Is Not Sorry

Witmer, in jul, tellng of kill-
e s wifo, <aad, **No, I'm not
sorry.”’ A cotoner’s inguest was
called by County Attornev Riee,
ex-officio coroner, at 10 o'clock
Monday Only tonr witnesses were
called and testitied to faets cor-
roborating the confession of Wat-

mer. Following 18 the verdiet of

th. eoroner's jury.
Verdict of Ooroner's Jury
State ot Nebraska, Antelope
county, 10 an inquisition hol‘a{'n
at Neligh 1n said county on the
5th day of November, A. D.
1928, before me, Robert H Race,
coroner of ~awd county, upon the
body of Rose Witmer, lying
dead, by the jurors whose
names are hereto subseribed,
the said jurors upqn their oath
say that said Rose Witmer came
to her death on the 26th day of
September, A D 1928, at about
~even o'clock pm., from a hlow
or blows wilfully and felonious-
Iy struck on her head by her
hu<band, Frnest Witmer, with a
blunt ingtrumenpt or nstru-
ments, with the ntent of said
Frnest Witmer to kill and mur-
der the said Rose Witmer
We recommend that sazxd Er-
nest Witmer be heid on a charge
of murder mn the first dezree.
In testimony whereof the :aid

vards '

His head

was at-

not

i
jurors have hereunto set their

hands the day and year afore-
said. A
DAN SPRINGER
J K. TFTRIEDEBACH
C. B. VAN KIRK
C G. MELICK
FRED OLMSTED
£ C NYROP
Had Been Married Two Years
The Witmers had been marricd
about two jyeary and he had work-
o} for different farmers In the

netchborhood during  that time.
Abcut the first of September
they moved to the J W™. Foibes

tarm where a new home was be-
ing built. It was not yet completed
ou the 26th of September when
the Witmers disappeared. They
had been hving n a granar),
;, The Witmers were jopular
'among the young pcople of their
acyuaintanee and attended the
danees in the surrounding tcewans.
Lirnest was consideied one of the

t working end most de-

pendable farm hands in his neigh-
"bortmod by s employers and by
others who were acquawnted with
"him

County Attorney R H Rice has
filed a eharge « f firxt degree mur-
(der against Witmer

Witmer's Confession

F llow.ng, in substanee, 18 the

signed contession of Krnest Wit-
-~

That he 15 28 vears of age and
was married 1n Stanton county
Apid 19, 1928, to Rose Drever.
He tirst met her through her
<ister, Viola, 1in 1924, when the
Wi mer famlv lived onlyv four
nules from the Dreger family
Aftter he met Rose he bhegan
taking her to dances apd the-
atres in Nortolk, and later they
were marrnied  After the wed-
ding they went to live with Wat-
mer's famly, who had moved
| near Clarkson. It was at this
time, he said, he direovered his

rmed

brde  smoked eigarettes, to
which he objected She proms-
ed to stop,  hut continued to
~cuoke on the xIv In March,

1928, they moved to a farm tour

mules south of Brunswick and
rearded there until August 22,
when thev went to work for

lohn Forhes and moved to the
farm mine miles north of Ne-
heh They hived 1n the granar
while Mr Forhes built a ton~e
tor them to move nto Thes
alway< had quarrels ahrut he:
smoking ecymarettes e lred
sbout 1t and he came to hate
her and decided a week before
that he would kill her Tle went
to Nebigh and bought 25¢ worth
| of poison the day befoge the
murder She prepared the cven-
ing meal on September:26 and,
while she was gone for a pail of
water, he opencd a bottle of
beer, pounng part of 1t into a
pot for.her and part in a pot
for himeelf In_ her beer he
placed the poison When she re-
turned they drank the heer She
became ill and dizzy and went
out on the pereh, where he
struek her on the head with a
club, knocking her down. She
bewged mtfully for her life,
erving ‘‘Honev, hmey, please
Idon’t kill me, please, please.”’
Appeal is Vain
| He seized a hammer lying near
and hit her with it, afterward
crushing her Lead with an axe.
He changed his clothes and
started for Brunswicdk with a
orate of chickens which he sold
there, throwing the axe by the
roadside on the way He met
Mr Forbes, who paid bim $40
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